STATE OF MAI NE DOCKET NO. 96-108
PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON

DECEMBER 23, 1997

MECHANI C FALLS WATER DEPARTNMENT ORDER AUTHORI ZI NG
Request for Extension of Service to EXTENSI ON OF
the I nhabitants of the Towns of SERVI CE AREA

Pol and and Oxford

VEELCH, Chairnman; NUGENT and HUNT, Commi ssioners

SUMVARY OF ORDER

The Comm ssion approves the Mechanic Falls Wter Depart-
ment’s revised request to extend service into a portion of the
Town of Pol and.

BACKGROUND

The Mechanic Falls Water Departnent filed, on March 5, 1996,
a request for authorization to furnish water service to the
i nhabitants of the Towns of Poland and Oxford. The Departnment’s
request was supported by resolves by the nunicipal officers of
the Towns of Oxford and Poland approving and consenting to the
provi sion of water service, by the Departnent, in their Towns.

Comm ssion Staff conpleted a prelimnary review of the
Departnent’s request in July 1996 and advi sed the Departnent that
the Oxford Water District’s boundaries enconpass all of the Town
of Oxford. Because the Departnent’s request to extend its
service area was very broad, Staff asked the Departnent to nore
precisely describe the areas within the Towns of Poland and
Oxford that the Departnment would |ike to serve. The Depart nent
was al so advised that it would need the consent of the Oxford
Water District in order to serve within the District’s service
ar ea.

The Departnent, by letter dated July 15, 1996, anended its
request to include only a portion of the Town of Pol and. Because
the portion of Poland to be served was not adequately descri bed,
Staff nmet, on August 27, 1997, wth representatives of the
Mechanic Falls Water Departnent, the Auburn Water District, and
the Town of Poland to devel op a description of the portion of the
Town of Poland that would be Ilikely to be served by the
Depart nent. On Septenber 10, 1997, the Departnent anended its
request to serve that portion of the Town of Poland described in
the Ordering paragraph. On Decenber 9, 1997, Staff received
notification from the Town of Poland that the proposed service
area has been approved by the Town Sel ect nen.
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We have reviewed the revised request of the Mechanic Falls
Wat er Departnent for authorization to render service in a portion
of the Town of Poland. W find that the proposed area represents
that portion of the Town of Poland to which the Departnent can
offer service wthout conpromsing water quality, service
pressure, or available flows. W will approve the Departnent’s
revised request to serve a portion of the Town of Poland in
conpliance with all applicable Rules of this Comm ssion, particu-
larly Chapter 65 - Water Miin Extension Rules.

Accordi ngly, W
ORDER

That the Town of Mechanic Falls Water Departnent
is authorized to furnish water service, in accordance
with all applicable Commi ssion Rules, in that portion
of the Town of Poland westerly of a |ine described as
fol | ows:

Beginning at the intersection of Wrthley Brook and
the Little Androscoggin R ver near Hackett MIls;
thence southerly along the centerline of Wrthley
Brook to the shore of Wrthley Pond; thence along the
westerly shore of Wrthley Pond to its nost southerly
point; thence due south to the Poland/ New d oucester

Town |i ne.

Dat ed at Augusta, Maine this 23rd day of Decenber 1997.

BY ORDER OF THE COW SS| ON

Dennis L. Keschl
Adm nistrative Director

COW SSI ONERS VOTI NG FOR: Wl ch
Nugent
Hunt



